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The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the health 
systems worldwide, including oncological 
services and cancer diagnoses. The aim of this 
study was to assess the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the registration of new cancer 
cases in 2020 in two cancer registries from 
northern and southern Italy.

Comparison of incidence data in 2015-2019 and in 
2020 collected by the Friuli Venezia Giulia cancer 
registry (FVG-CR), north-eastern Italy; and by the 
ASL Napoli 3 Sud cancer registry (ASLNA3-CR), 
southern Italy. Crude incidence rates (IRc) for 
cancer types/sites with at least 35 cases/per year 
were computed separately in men and women. The 
annual percentage change (APC) in the period 
2015-2019 was also computed to account for the 
pre-pandemic trend. The number of 2020 new 
cancer diagnoses was compared, after adjustment 
for APC, with expected ones based on 2015-2019 
IRc. 

360 diagnoses for all types/sites by ASLNA3-CR (-12.2%) and 348 (-8.0%) in FVG-CR were missed in men in 2020. In women, missed cases in 2020 were 330
(-11.2%) and 239 cases (-4.4%) by the ASLNA3-CR and the FVG-CR, respectively.  Noteworthy declines were noted for colon-rectum (-28.8% in men; -22.6% in 
women) in ASLNA3-CR; for bladder (-23.6% in men, -23.0% in women), and kidney (-19.2% in men; - 23.9% in women) cancers in FVG_CR. In both registries, a 
decline in breast cancer cases was documented (-76 cases, -7.8% in ASLNA3-CR; and -31 cases, -1,4% in FVG-CR). More than expected cases were also noted 
in both registries in 2020, e.g.  in ASLNA3_CR, +16.3% for kidney cancer in men and +17.3% for central nervous system in women (CNS); in FVG_CR, +16.3% for 
CNS in women. 
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